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1928 - 2019
Jack Johnson, our Executive
Director Emeritus passed away
at the age of 90 years a short
while ago.
For all of his professional life,
Coach Johnson devoted himself tirelessly to kids and
coaches. A pioneer-leader at
all levels – local through national – he was especially
instrumental in the growth and
stature of the MHSCA.

to be “just like Coach.”
Well-trained to lead, Coach
Johnson was an Eagle Scout
who attended Michigan State
Normal (now Eastern Michigan

Their family has grown to include five
grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.
As Executive Director of the MHSCA,
Jack Johnson greatly strengthened our
coaches’ ability to express their desires to
the MHSAA and experience the satisfaction of those views being heard and respected.

For his young students and
athletes at Dearborn High
School, Coach was a larger
than life role model.
More often than not, he was
their favorite teacher and/or
coach because he was steadfast in his encouragement, mentoring, and acknowledgement.
Along the way, he and his kids
garnered four state swim championships; and he was accorded
numerous state and national
honors.
Many students followed in his
footsteps to become accomplished coaches and administrators just as he was.
A great role model, it was natural for youngsters to want grow

Or mholdren@portlandk12.org
ADDRESS:
MHSCA
854 Marshall Stet
Portland, MI 48875
PHONE:
517-526-4575

Coach Johnson and is 7th grade team

children in their loving Livonia home all
the while he was juggling athletic director
duties, coaching, teaching, officiating, and
devoting significant time to the MHSCA
and MIAAA.

University) and the University
of Illinois.
He married his Fordson High
School sweetheart, Dolores
Kuciemba, and they soon became an anticipated welcoming
sight at most state and national
conventions.
They were consummate hosts
to both old friends and colleagues as well as first-time
attendees.
Jack and Dolores raised three

He believed that communication was a
primary factor in uniting our common
coaching interests. He produced, published, and delivered the timely MHSCA
Newsletter long before the ease of today’s electronic writing, editing, and distribution via computers and the internet. He
also labored for recognition of our deserving members through the Coach of the
Year and Hall of Fame celebrations –
both at the state and national levels.
The many benefits that we enjoy today
are a result of his vision, initiative, and
collaboration with others.
Jack Johnson’s passing leaves a tremendous void in our ranks but the memory of
his friendship and service to us remains
as an inspiration – much like his students
felt – for us to be like him……even more.
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The Michigan High School Athletic Coaches Association the professional organization of school coaches and athletic
directors, (MHSCA) would like to congratulate Twenty-One individuals who were honored as the 61st Michigan High School Athletic Coaches Association Coach of the Year class.
The 2019 Coach of the Year awards program took place November 10th at the Ramada Lansing Hotel & Conference
Center, Lansing, Michigan during the MHSCA Winter Awards Luncheon with over 132 coaches, athletic directors, and guest
were in attendance.

Back Row: Jim Snow, Erik Fahlen, Rob Peel, Eric Talsma, Jamie Salenbien, Chris Andrews, Brian Richardson
Middle Row: Mike Roach, Mark Zitzelsberger, Mike Kloss, Don Roda, Philp Hover, Dave Fredette, John Deibel, Randy VanderVean
Front Row: Christina Swansey, Kimberly Nichols, Jean LaClair, Ken Richards, Betty Wrouble

Betty Wrouble-Athletic Director

Mark Zitzelsberg-Girls Cross Country

John Deibel-Skiing

Chris Andrews-Baseball

Mike Kloss-Boys Cross Country

Eric Talsma -Girls Swim

Scott Merchant-Football

Rob Peel-Boys Swim

Erik Fahlen-Boys Golf

David Fredette-Boys Tennis

Jim Snow-Girls Golf

John Van Alst-Girls Tennis

Kim Nicholas-Gymnastics

Randy VanderVean-Girls Track

Jesse Davis-Boys Basketball
Jamie Salebien-Girls Basketball
Ken Richards-Girls Bowling
Mike Roach-Boys Bowling
Christina Swansey-Competitive. Cheer

Don Roda-Boys Lacrosse

Phillip Hover-Boys Track
Jean LaClair-Volleyball
Brian Richardson -Wrestling
Save the Date
For
MHSCA Coach of the Year Awards Banquet.
November 8, 2020
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The Michigan High School Tennis Coaches Association
(MHSTeCA) held its fall meeting
on Saturday, October 26th at
Haslett High School.
MHSAA Assistant Director, Dan
Hutcheson, was present to give
his report on several items of
importance to the state and to
the future of high school tennis. Items included an update
on tennis reporting and new
features being created by coaches and MHSAA for regional
hosts and seed committees,
reviewed the success rate of the
state seed committee (97.6%),
challenged the board to work
toward growing the sport and
reviewed information concerning
the dates of the state finals and
problems that exist with a Friday/Saturday tournament.
The MHSTeCA board will continue discussions on many of these

important issues.
The board made the following proposals and have forwarded them to
the MHSAA tennis committee for
consideration: the State Finals will
be played on Friday and Saturday
unless there are conflicts with the
host facility, Finals Managers will
distribute a different colored badge/
wristband on the second day to two
coaches to eliminate badge switching at the State Finals, spring regionals will be played on the Monday and Tuesday before Memorial
Day with the area seed meeting to
be scheduled on Wednesday evening and the state seed meeting on
the Tuesday after Memorial Day,
during the fall season host schools
may schedule their regional tournament on any of the days from
Wednesday through Saturday during the week of regionals, should
the MHSAA determine that the
number of regionals be reduced
from eight, there will be three auto-

matic qualifiers from each regional
to the State Finals with additional
qualifiers advancing if 18 points
are earned (9 or more schools) or
10 points (8 or fewer schools,
individual competition limits will
clearer guidelines, clarification of
the substitution rule be omitted “
after the regional lineup sheet has
been received by the tournament
manager,” and allowing the #1
doubles finalists on a nonqualifying team to advance to the
State Finals if their team’s #1
singles player also qualifies.
This year’s coach’s clinic will be
held for the second year at Hope
College on January 24-25 2020.
It will provide an opportunity for on
court demonstrations and activities and will attract many great
guest speakers.
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into the MHSTeCA Hall of Fame as
the Class of 2020 on January 24th
in Holland. They are Tim Buck
(Grandville), Cliff Perez (Ludington)
and Chuck Reed (WhittemorePrescott).
Coaches of the Year were chosen
and All-State Athletes for the Boys
Season were also decided at the
fall meeting.
The next MHSTeCA board meeting
will take place after the conclusion
of the Girls Tennis season on Saturday, June 13th at Haslett High
School

http://www.mhsteca.org/

Three coaches will be inducted

We covered MHSSCA old
and new business,
awards which included
Hall of Fame, State
Coach if the Year, MHSSCA Bill Miilu Award.
On behalf Michigan High
School Ski Coaches Association (MHSSCA) we share
this letter from the MHSSCA board.
Every year we hold are
MHSSCA annual coaches
meeting in conjunction with
MHSAA rules meeting.
Our meetings cover important topics and information for your school
downhill ski coaches.
Much of are time is spent
on MHSAA rules and
MHSAA events: Regionals

& State Finals.
Starting the 2019-2020 season,
the MHSAA director of ski, Cody
Inglis, the MHSSCA board are
energized and ready by the
passion Cody brings into the
sport of Ski racing.
Each year, many sub committees
continue to help update rules and
processes of the sport, many ski
coaches across the state have
been involved in the off-season,
working with MHSSCA board the
MHSAA.
These types of updates continue
to improve our sport.

The MHSSCA board believes
that these changes will have a
lasting impact on downhill ski
racing in Michigan for years to
come, and we want your ski
coach to be a part of opportunities!!
This year’s MHSSCA annual
meeting was held in Lansing at
the Ramada on October 20.

After the clinic concludes
with MHSAA rules, rule
changes, MHSAA tournament discussion (regional
-state finals) and a question and answer session
with Cody.
We are always excited
about clinic’s, and think
that every ski coach and
program will do nothing
but benefit with their
attendance.
We need and want
schools support, to get
your ski coaches to the
clinic and allow them this

professional growth opportunity to become involved
with their sports coaches’
association, the MHSSCA.
We look forward to serving
schools, teams and coaches
while promoting the values of
downhill ski racing in your
community!
Have a great ski season and
academic year!
Michigan High School Ski
Coaches Association
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Michigan High School Sport Association
Coaches Clinic Events
Baseball: January 2020
@ Soaring Eagle, Mt. Pleasant

Basketball: October 10 & 11, 2020 Oakland
University Contact: Dennis Hopkins dhopkins@oaklandchristian.com
Bowling : October 2020
Site: Royal Scot Lanes, Lansing

MITCA: Cross Country:
November 7-9, 2019 @ Comfort Inn, Mt. Pleasant

Competitive Cheer: October 2020 @ Crowne Plaza
Lansing

Football: January 16-18, 2020 @ Lansing Center &
Radisson Capitol Center

Golf: May 18 & 19, 2019

MHSCA

@ Eagle Eye Golf Course/Banquet Center
Gymnastics : October 18, 2020

Men’s Lacrosse: Hall of Fame Game May 4, 2020
@ Clarkston H.S. Time 7:30 p.m.

Skiing: October 11 2020 @ Clair, Mich. Droughty
Hotel

Michigan High School Coaches Association Insurance Program Loomis & LaPann, Inc. is the insurance administrator
for the Michigan High School Coaches Association. We offer general liability coverage, directors and officers coverage, and camp coverage to the National Organization of Coaches Association Directors (NOCAD), which the Michigan High School Coaches Association is a member.
The General Liability policy will protect the Michigan High School Coaches Association and its members from claims
made by negligent acts, accidentally committed, resulting in: bodily injury, personal and advertising injury or property
damage to others. The policy also covers member coaches in the classroom. Below is an overview of coverages and
exclusions. For a complete description of the scope and limitations of coverage, please refer to the policy

Softball: January 24-25 2020
@ Causeway Bay, Lansing
Swimming: September 12-13, 2020 Site: McCamly
Plaza Hotel

Tennis; January 24 & 24, 2020 Site: Hope College

Limits of Insurance:
• $1,000,000 Each Occurrence • $1,000,000 General Aggregate (per Member) • $1,000,000 Products/Completed Operations • $1,000,000 Personal & Advertising Injury •
$300,000 Damage to Rented Premises • $50,000 Sexual Abuse/Molestation • Excluded Medical Payments
Coverages
•Educators Professional Liability •Participant Legal Liability for insured members •Liability assumed under insured written contract •Defense Cost outside limits

Track & Field: February 1-2, 2020
Site: Lansing, Crowne Plaza Lansing
Volleyball: February 28-29, 2020
@ Michigan State University
Wrestling:
Nov. 7th & 8th, 2020 @ University of Michigan.

Exclusions
•The use of automobiles, buses, watercraft and aircraft. •Property of others in the care, custody, and control of the insured
(Optional) Participant Accident Coverage (for coaches with camps)
An Insured Person is covered for any sanctioned member coaches association activity. While participating in athletic and non-athletic activities organized, conducted,
sponsored and supervised by a member coach, who is in good standing with the Michigan High School Coaches Association. Below is an overview of coverages and
exclusions. For a complete description of the scope and limitations of coverage, please refer to the policy itself.
Limits of Insurance:
• Accidental Death & Dismemberment Principal Sum: $5,000 • Accident Medical Maximum: $25,000 • Accident Medical Type: Full Excess • Accident Medical Deductible:
$500 • Accident Medical Benefit Period: 52 weeks from the date of the Covered Accident

MIAAA: March 20-23, 2020 @Traverse City,
Camp-Mid/Leadership Academy is June 23 - 25 @
Mt. Pleasant

CARRIER Houston Casualty Company POLICY PERIOD August 1, 2016– August 1, 2017 Certificates of Insurance and Participant/Accident request forms are available on
our website: www.loomislapann.com

NHSACA Convention: July 18-23, 2020 Lincoln,
Nebraska

INSURANCE ADMINISTRATOR www.loomislapann.com (P) 800-566- 6479 | (F) 518-792- 3426 Greg Joly gjoly@loomislapann.com, Lori George
lgeorge@loomislapann.com, Karen Boller kboller@loomislapann.com Disclaimer: This is an insurance overview for summary purposes only; for complete policy terms and
conditions please refer to the NOCAD Master Policy.
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Greetings from the unseasonably
cold state of North Dakota.
As I write to you, North Dakota is
celebrating its 130th birthday.
(November 02, 1889) Of Course, we
share this honor with South Dakota.
It is said that no one knows for sure
which of the two states was the first
to be signed in by President Benjamin Harrison. As you can probably
tell I am a social studies teacher.
For societies to survive over time,
they must pass on the components
of their culture to the succeeding
generations.

them a picture of an apple and tell
them that they are to only draw the
front part of an arrow coming out of
the apple and most importantly
they are to make sure the arrow is
going in the right direction.

picture of the 1965 organizing
committee.
We also all have access to the By
-Laws and the Policies and
Procedures Manual.

You cannot see the back of the
arrow.

These items should all be reviewed periodically, after all, how
can we know the direction we are
going if we don’t know where we
have been!

The student almost always looks at
me for a while and asks how they
are supposed to draw the front of
the arrow going in the same
direction when they haven’t seen
the back end of the arrow?

I am extremely honored to be
serving you on the executive
board. It is a whirlwind with much
to incorporate.

Exactly I say.

After families, schools are the most
important means through which
children learn the norms of society,
values, and beliefs. In addition to
teaching the usual core subjects,
schools also teach students patriotism, loyalty, and socially acceptable
forms of behavior. It seems to me
that athletics is the most obvious
place to teach these skills and a
myriad of others. We have a monumental task.
I am often asked by my students
why they must learn history. I show
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How can anyone know what direction
they are going without knowing where
they have been?
That is why I truly appreciate our
website. In the ABOUT US category,
you can find a historical synopsis of
the NHSACA, our primary goals, code
of conduct, mission statement, and a
list of the past presidents including a

Our meeting in Nebraska really
got me excited for this summer’s
convention. It is a great place to
visit. I could have spent hours in
their hall of fame alone, it is truly
remarkable.
The banquets are in a unique
location in a remodeled train
depot across the street from the
new Hudl facility in the Haymarket
in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Train Station of the Haymarket
with a social preceding the dinner
at 5:00.
The NHSCA National Coach of
the Year Banquet and Ceremonies will be held at the same
location on July 23rd at 5:00 until
approximately 8:00 with a social
preceding at 4:00.
The award winners will have a
unique picture taken there in a
location where the Nebraska
Coaches Association logo comes
from in the background.
It will be awesome.
I encourage all states to have their
nomination forms turned in as the
December 20th deadline is fast
approaching.
Let’s make history.
Tim Wallstrum
NHSACA Third Vice-President

The NHSCA Hall of Fame Induction Dinner will be held from 6:00
to approximately 8:00 in the Old

Michigan High School Coaches Association
Multi-Sport Award Nomination
are due: 15 April 2020
Basic Criteria:
Each school in state is eligible to submit one female and one male for award. Athlete must have competed in a minimum of three sports for all four years
of high school.
Application must be submitted by April 15 of each year.
One female and one male in each class (A,B,C,D) will be selected.
Awards will be presented at senior events for the student’s high school.
Application can be found at www.MHSCA.org
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Executive Director
James M. Okler, CMAA
MHSCA1954@gmail.com

MHSCA Sponsors







MHSCA Hall of Fame Committee Meeting, February 11, 2020 @
MHSAA
MHSCA Finance Committee meeting, March 8, 2020 @ Ramada
Convention Center, Lansing
Board of Directors Spring Board Meeting March 8, 2020 @
Ramada Convention Center, Lansing
Board of Directors Fall Board Meeting & Hall of Fame Banquet
September 15, 2020 @ CMU
Board of Directors Winter Board Meeting & COTY Banquet
November 8, 2020 @ Ramada Convention Center, Lansing

Sponsorship Opportunities
MHSCA BOARD OF D I RECT ORS & EXECUT I VE
COMMI T T EES CALEND AR

Active Link on the NHSACA Website:
(July 1-June 30) $1,000.00
· Your company’s web page linked to the
MHSCA website’s homepage

ed by the sponsor included in each
registrant’s packet
Sponsor a Hall of Fall or Coach of the
Year inductee:

· Name of company, logo and short description of products/services

1 Sport $2000.00

Full page ads in MHSCA Hall of Fame or
Coach of the Year Awards booklets:

3 Sports $5000.00

· Newsletter Booklet (10 times a year)
$250.00
· Newsletter Booklet and Coach of the Year
Awards Program or Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony Program Booklet $400.00
· Newsletter Booklet, Coach of the Year
Awards Program and Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony Program Booklet $500.00
MHSCA Board of Directors meetings or
Hall of Fame or Coach of the Year
table display or registrants’ packet stuffer: $100.00/page
· Your company’s product/service information document (8.5”x11”), provid-

2 Sports$3,500.00

4 Sports$6000.00
(Buy 3, get 1 Free)

awards day banquets
· Active link on MHSCA website
Sponsor a MHSCA Service Awards
Station:
$3000.00
· Company signage promoting your company as the sponsor of this award
at HOF & COTY banquets.
· Presentation of the Service Award at
the Coach of the Year Awards
banquet

· Company signage promoting your
company as the sponsor of
this event
· Recognition ad in MHSCA Hall of
Fame & Coach of the Year
Program Booklet
· Placement of your company’s
marketing materials on table
in serving area
MHSCA Contact Information:

All 15 Sports $30,000.00 ($10,000.00
savings)

· Placement of your company’s Logo on
award certificates and plagues.

Mark Holdren, Executive Secretary
517.526. 4575

· Presentation of the Hall of Fame or
Coach of the Year Award at the
banquet

· Recognition ad in the MHSCA Hall of
Fame & Coach of the Year Program
Booklet

Mailing Address: 845 Marshall St.
Portland, MI 48875

· Two (2) Complimentary tickets to the
Awards Banquet

· Placement of your company’s marketing
materials on table in serving area

· Sponsor banner (2’x4’) hung on wall in
Banquet Room during Awards
Banquet

· Complimentary exhibit booth during the
awards day banquets

· Recognition/Advertising in Coach of the
Year Awards Program

Sponsor a Hospitality Station
(assessable to all registrants and
guests): $300.00

· Complimentary exhibit booth during the

· Active link on MHSCA website.

